
SANDY SPRINGS YOUTH SPORTS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, BIO 

 

SSYS VP of Travel & Member at Large, John Brown 
 
 
 
 

What inspired you to volunteer for SSYS? 
The opportunity to give back and say thank you to all the coaches that 
played a role in our children’s’ experiences, and to help parents learn 
how to let their child have a baseball/softball experience which 
promotes personal development. 
How long have you been a volunteer and what positions have you 
taken part in along the way? 
Seven (7) years. I’ve coached in the National League for five (5) 
seasons, have led our travel program for 13/14 years old players for 
the past five (5) seasons, have managed BARN scheduling for the past 
three (3) years, and have managed Field 5 scheduling and capital 
improvements for the past five (5) years (and SSYS’s relationship with 
Dunwoody Senior Baseball (DSB)). I’ve also coached the following 
summer all-star teams: 10u Storm, 11u Storm, 12u Storm (twice) 
during which the Storm won two (2) State Titles and was the National 
Runner-Ups in the Dizzy Dean World Series twice. 
Do you (or did you) have children that play at SSYS? If so, what are their ages and how long have they played at the park? 
We did not have children play at SSYS but came to appreciate the environment Morgan Falls provides. I looked at many 
parks when I chose to take this role and liked the community and people at SSYS/Morgan Falls – families that value 
education and athletics in a healthy and supportive manner. 
What do you like most about your volunteer work at SSYS? 
Watching kids’ eyes light up when they realize their hard work has allowed them to improve and beam with pride when 
mom and dad gather them after a baseball game for the ride home. When a 17u player says thank you, coach. When a 17u 
player volunteers and gives back by coaching and telling a 12u to work hard and this game will look after you. 
Do you have a job outside of your SSYS board position? If so, what and tell us a little about it? 
I have a 501 (c)(3) which helps high school baseball players realize their dreams of playing college baseball and using 
baseball as a tool to open educational opportunities. I’m also a founding partner with a tech company based in Vermont and 
France and still provide consulting services to the institutional real estate industry. 
What’s a typical week for you in your volunteer position? 
BP in the BARN, practices of my National League team (Flying Squirrels) and whichever travel team I’m coaching (currently 
14u Storm), and hopefully a successful week playing league or travel tournament games. 
Do you have any skills or talents that most people don’t know about? 
I was a scratch golfer for over 10 years, shared an elevator with Julia Roberts and foolishly and nervously said: "good 
evening" (embarrassing myself with my favorite actress), played LL Baseball with Barry Bonds, played QB in college and have 
a wife of nearly 30 years. 
Finish this sentence. On Sunday mornings, you can usually find me... 
Coaching an elimination travel tournament game, and hopefully playing all day. 
When not rooting for your SSYS team, who is your favorite school/sports team and/or players? 
SF Giants. Amherst Lord Jeff’s, and CAL Bears. Zach Brown, Tom Brady, and Barry Bonds. 
When you are not at one of the many events, games or board meetings at SSYS, what do you enjoy doing most? 
Hanging with my family and our two Wheaton’s! 


